ORDINANCE NO. 2026-05
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE AREA PLANNING LAW AND JOINING THE
BOONE COUNTY AREA PLAN COMMISSION AND BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS

WHEREAS, the Town of Thorntown Town Council (“Town Council”), pursuant to
Ordinance 2018-8, Ind. Code §36-7-4-101 and Ind. Code §36-7-4-200 et seq., adopted the
Indiana Advisory Planning Law and established the Thorntown Advisory Plan Commission; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council established a Board of Zoning Appeals, pursuant to
Ordinance 2021-10 and Ind. Code §36-7-4-901; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council has identified financial challenges associated with
maintaining the Town of Thorntown (“Town’) planning department, Thorntown Advisory Plan
Commission and Board of Zoning Appeals; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council has identified challenges associated with identifying
individuals able and willing to serve on the Board of Zoning Appeals; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council, in communication with representatives of the Boone
County Area Plan Commission, has determined that the Town would benefit from adopting the
Area Planning Law and appointing an individual to represent the Town on the Boone County
Area Plan Commission and the Boone County Board of Zoning Appeals; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that it is in the best interest of the citizens of the
Town for the Town to adopt the Area Planning Law and appoint a representative to the Boone
County Area Plan Commission and the Boone County Board of Zoning Appeals.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN
OF THORNTOWN, INDIANA, THAT:

Section 1. The text of the Town of Thorntown Code of Ordinance Sections 31.53,
31.90 and 31.91 shall be repealed and replaced with the following sections.

Section 2. The Thorntown Advisory Plan Commission and Thorntown Board of
Zoning Appeals shall be dissolved as of the effective date of this Ordinance.

Section 3. There shall be a Thorntown Planning and Zoning Advisory Board
established, consisting of up to seven members, appointed by the Town Council, who shall be
individuals residing within the corporate limits of the Town and who show an interest in
improving the health, safety, convenience and welfare of the citizens of the Town by the careful



planning of future development within the Town. The Thorntown Planning and Zoning Advisory
Board shall work in conjunction with the Boone County Planning Department to ensure that new
communities grow with adequate public way, utility, health, educational and recreational
facilities, that the needs of agriculture, forestry, industry and business be recognized in future
growth, that residential areas provide healthful surroundings for family life and that the growth
of the Town of Thorntown is commensurate with and promotive of the efficient and economical
use of public funds.

Section 4. The Indiana Area Planning Law, as defined by Ind. Code §36-7-4-102 and
illustrated throughout Ind. Code §36-7-4-200 et seq. is hereby adopted by the Town of
Thorntown, Indiana.

Section 5. The Town Council shall appoint one individual, who resides within the
corporate limits of the Town of Thorntown, to represent the Town on the Boone County Area
Plan Commission. The Town Council shall appoint one individual, who resides within the
corporate limits of the Town of Thorntown, to represent the Town on the Boone County Board of
Zoning Appeals. The appointees shall meet the requirements of Ind. Code §36-7-4-200 ef seq.

Section 6. A copy of this Ordinance shall be certified to the Boone County Board of
Commissioners.

Section 7. Ordinance 2018-8, Ordinance 2021-10 and all other Ordinances, or
portions thereof, that are in conflict herewith are hereby superseded to the extent inconsistent

herewith.

Section 8. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on June 1, 2026.
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Passed by the Town Council of the Town of Thorntown, Indiana, this day of
, 2026.

THORNTOWN TOWN COUNCIL
THORNTOWN, INDIANA

President

Member

Member

Member

Member

ATTEST:

Aly Hickman, Clerk/Treasurer



